WHY IS ICAN IMPORTANT TO ME?

I have no idea how to summarize the importance of iCan in only 500 words, five hundred words are too little to write down the wonderful experience iCan gave to me, but I have to play by the rules so here I go.

For me, and for hundreds others like me, iCan is not just an organization; it’s the lifeline to all the voices that go unheard. My voice too, was often experienced but never truly heard and because of it, I used to feel powerless. I used to feel invisible, like I was just an observer in my own life. I used to feel like I don’t have the right to say anything, even when the issue at stake was me. It felt as though no matter how loudly I spoke, my word evaporated before they ever reached anyone who could make a difference. iCan is so powerful because it gives the youth the boldness to speak, and it gives them proof that age isn’t an issue when it comes to the volume of what you have to say. And the most important thing to a child or to an adolescent or to anybody who feel like they’re not being heard, is to BE HEARD.

iCan showed me that my voice matters, that my experiences are valid and I CAN make an impact in an environment where pediatric research is reformed by those directly affected by it, children and teens.

Beyond education and advocacy, iCan gave me something even more valuable: a community. And not just any community, but one where I met many youths around the world and shared the same goal with them: to enhance healthcare and make it accessible to all children. I found friends that understood my passion, dedicated professionals and learders, whose dedication and positivity inspired me to keep speaking up.

For me, iCan is also about friendship, standing together and being there for one another, understanding, empathizing and realizing we are not alone. But most importantly it’s about believing. Believing that the future generations won’t be left behind anymore when it comes to deciding about the direction of their lives

My country is a young nation, which leads to the lack of opportunities on different aspects.  I think that this platform allows Kosova to showcase its potential, it allows me and my group to share unique experiences from the people all over in Kosove. It gives us the opppotyunity to learn from global best practice.

Thank you, iCAN, for giving me and hundreds of other children the courage to believe in the power of our voice. Thank you for making sure we are not just bystanders in the decision of our future and health.
Thank you for remind us that we matter.

I would love to continue being part of iCAN- not just for next year, but for as long as it takes until my voice makes a difference for better. Because now, I believe it will.
