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Date & Time of Session

Monday July 11
4:00 - 5:00 CET

Phyllis Kennel, MS RD LDN, PMP
Associate Director, Global Trials and Networks, Duke Clinical Research Institute

Phyllis Kennel received her Bachelors of Science in Nutrition from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro and her Masters of Science from Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University.  She has been a licensed Registered Dietitian since 1989 and has served in leadership positions for local and state dietetics boards over the past 15 years. 
She is currently the Program Director for the Pediatric Trials Network (PTN) and an Associate Director at Duke Clinical Research Institute. As the Program Director she is 
responsible for the overall operations and oversite for research conducted in the network studying formulation, dosing, efficacy and safety of drugs used in pediatric patients. The 
PTN network has enrolled over 12,000 children, studied over 18 therapeutic areas and has contributed to 15 label changes.  Previously she worked as the Director of Research 
Oversight and Compliance (ROCC) in the Center for Nursing Research and the Research Practice Manager for the School of Nursing (SON) Clinical Research Unit at Duke 
University.  Phyllis has over 19 years of clinical research experience in the academic arena. 

Monday July 11
4:00 - 5:00 CET

Cheryl Alderman, CCRP
Manager Clinical Trials Operations, Global Trials and Networks, DCRI and Program Manager, Pediatric Trials Network 

Cheryl Alderman received her Bachelors of Science in Biology and Psychology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC-CH). Immediately after college, Cheryl 
began working in group homes and day programs that served children with autism spectrum disorders. Her interest in the research process led her to working as a study 
coordinator and later a research manager at both UNC-CH and Duke University in a program that conducted clinical trials dedicated to finding new and better treatments for kids 
with autism spectrum disorders, bipolar disorder and schizophrenia spectrum disorders. She obtained her certificate as a certified clinical research professional (CCRP) in 2012. 
She is currently the program manager for Pediatric Trials Network (PTN) and a Manager of Clinical Trial Operations at Duke Clinical Research Institute (DCRI). As the Program 
Manager, she oversees the day-to-day functions of staff who conduct multi-site clinical research studies. PTN’s clinical trials span a variety of therapeutic areas such as intensive 
care, pain, anesthesia, infections disease and psychiatry. PTN’s goal is to make drugs safer and more effective for children and infants. The PTN network has enrolled over 
12,000 children, studied over 18 therapeutic areas and has contributed to 15 label changes. Cheryl has over 15 years of clinical research experience in pediatrics. 

Tuesday July 12
10:15 - 11:15 CET
Thursday July 14
1:00 - 2:00 CET

Columba Quigley, MD
Editor-in-Chief

A physician by training, Columba worked as a Consultant/Senior Lecturer in Clinical Medicine prior to her current appointment as Editor-in-Chief and Associate Vice President at 
Jumo Health. A humanities scholar as well as a scientist, Columba is passionate about the language of illness, about helping those affected by illness to understand the medicine 
behind it, as well as helping them to share their experience.

Tuesday July 12
10:15 - 11:15 CET
Thursday July 14
1:00 - 2:00 CET

Sindy Nathan
Vice President & Team Leader, Strategic Solutions

With a background in physiology and pharmacology, Sindy has more than 12 years of global experience in the healthcare industry. Sindy joined Jumo Health at the inception in 
2010 and has helped the company grow exponentially since then in clients, employees and revenue. She currently leads a team as a Vice President of Strategic solutions and 
serves as Chair of Jumo Health’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee. She works with clients across the world to accelerate enrollment, increase retention, and drive 
adherence. 

Tuesday July 12
10:15 - 11:15 CET
Thursday July 14
1:00 - 2:00 CET

Joseph Brady
Senior Director of Creative

As the head of creative at Jumo Health, Joe brings 18 years of diverse perspective to the role having worked in creative, UX, research, strategy, as well as animation and video 
production. This varied experience drives his creative expression and leadership to be consistently grounded in human truth and empathy helping bring the most impactful and 
unique health experiences possible to those who need them. Joe’s health expertise spans a variety of medical devices and therapeutic areas, including immunology, 
antibiotic/anti-infective, neurology, oncology, women’s health, pediatrics, and more. His creative and strategic contributions have been recognized by all the major industry 
awards, but more importantly, his work has been able to help people live healthier and happier lives.

Tuesday July 12
10:15 - 11:15 CET
Thursday July 14
1:00 - 2:00 CET

Jesse Jankewicz
Director of Animation

Jesse has more than 20 years of experience as a professional animator. He spent more than a decade working in animation for pharmaceutical advertising. Jesse has won 
several awards for his animation work, including a Clio, which recognizes innovation and creative excellence in advertising, design, and communication. Jesse has realized 
countless visions and makes it his mission to deliver work that is above and beyond client expectations.

Wednesday July 13
3:20 - 4:20 CET

Dr. Claudio Fracasso, MD
Pediatric Clinical Director in the Pfizer Pediatric Center of Excellence

Claudio Fracasso graduated as a Medical Doctor at the University of Bari, Apulia, Italy, where he also completed his specialization in Infectious Diseases, and got the certification 
for medical practice. Since early ‘90s he has been involved in basic and clinical research, with focus on clinical management and therapy of HIV-infected subjects, at the Clinic of 
Infectious Diseases of Bari,  at the Microbiology and Tumorbiology Center of the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, and at the Superior Institute of Health in Rome, Italy. 
In 1999 he joined Wyeth and then Pfizer in the Clinical Development area. Since 2016 Claudio has joined the Pediatric Center of Excellence as Pediatric Clinical Director focused 
on pediatric drug development, being Asset lead for Rare Diseases. Claudio is collaborating with many external organizations such as Conect4Children (c4c) Network, and 
member of the Children Medicine Working Party at the EFGCP.  He is also lecturer on paediatric research at the Master on Clinical Research at the Catholic University of Rome.

Wednesday July 13
3:20 - 4:20 CET

Dr. Angela Kodsi
Director, Global Medical Affairs Rare Neurology at Pfizer

Dr. Angela Kodsi is a Director, Global Medical Affairs Rare Neurology at Pfizer supporting Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD). Dr. Kodsi received her Doctor of Pharmacy from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She completed both her Residency and Fellowship in Psychopharmacology at the VA San Diego Healthcare System. Since joining 
the pharmaceutical industry over 20 years ago, Dr. Kodsi has provided medical support in the areas of Rare Neurology, Neuroscience and Women’s and Men’s Health.

Wednesday July 13
3:20 - 4:20 CET

Megan Gorski
Director of Pediatric Strategy and Execution in the Pfizer Pediatric Center of Excellence

Megan began her career in clinical research at the University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus in 2008, and continued to advance her career while working at Children’s 
Hospital Colorado in various capacities, including Clinical Research Coordinator,  Research Project Manager, and Research Operations Manager. While at Children’s, Megan 
gained expertise in pediatric clinical operations while supporting over a dozen therapeutic areas including Neurology, Infectious Disease, Dermatology, Nephrology, and Maternal 
Fetal Medicine. She served the Child Health Research Enterprise as a Subject Matter Expert in study start up, clinical operations, and regulatory affairs, while also leading the 
implementation of a hospital-wide Clinical Trial Management System and contributing to various hospital initiatives such as the standardization of clinical research training. Megan 
joined Pfizer in 2019 as a Study Start Up Project Manager. She has led the start-up of clinical trials in both Oncology and Vaccines. Megan is currently working as the Director of 
Pediatric Strategy and Execution in the Pfizer Pediatric Center of Excellence. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Integrative Physiology from the University of Colorado at Boulder. 
Megan currently resides in Traverse City, Michigan, with her husband and three-year-old son.

Wednesday July 13
4:20 - 5:20 CET

Louise Kearney
Executive Director of LabCorp’s Rare, Advanced therapies and Pediatrics Team (RAPT)

Louise Kearney is Executive Director of LabCorp’s Rare, Advanced therapies and Pediatrics Team (RAPT). Her job involves making sure that LabCorp are thinking about the best 
ways to run these types of clinical trials, especially when they involve kids. Louise did a science degree at University, but decided she didn’t like working in a lab, so move to 
working in clinical research. She has since spent 20 years organizing clinical research in various different disease areas and has really enjoyed with working with people around 
the world to try and make treatment options better.

Thursday July 14
2:00 - 3:00 CET

Courtney Tate, Ph.D.
Director-Clinical Research Scientist in the Pediatrics Hub at Eli Lilly and Company

Courtney Tate is currently a Director-Clinical Research Scientist in the Pediatrics Hub at Eli Lilly and Company.  Dr. Tate has over 12 years of experience in oncology drug 
development.  She started in industry as a postdoc in discovery oncology and led multiple, diverse projects to identify potential cancer indications for efficacious single agent and 
combination therapies, mechanism of action studies, and potential biomarkers for oncology.  In her current role, she supports pediatric drug development strategy and 
implementation across the oncology, diabetes, and COVID-19 portfolios.  She also facilitates learning across the company regarding pediatric drug development and generates 
pediatric tools and training to facilitate pediatric research.  

Dr. Tate obtained her undergraduate degree from the University of Indianapolis in Molecular Biology and Chemistry and Ph.D. degree from Indiana University School of Medicine 
in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology with a minor in Cancer Biology.  

Thursday July 14
2:00 - 3:00 CET

Lisa McLeod, MD MSCE
Senior Medical Director at Eli Lilly and Company

Lisa McLeod is a Senior Medical Director at Eli Lilly and Company. Dr. McLeod is a Pediatric Hospitalist and Epidemiologist by training.  She received her Medical training from 
Harvard Medical School and completed a Pediatrics residency and clinical research fellowship at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. She is currently on staff at Children’s 
Hospital Colorado where she spent several years as a clinical research faculty member and established a center for clinical and translational research in pediatric surgery and 
anesthesia. Dr. McLeod joined the pharmaceutical industry in 2019 with a mission to advance development of therapeutics for pediatric diseases. She was previously a member 
of the Pfizer Pediatric Center of Excellence and now oversees the Pediatric Inflammatory Bowel Disease program at Eli Lilly & Company. Dr. McLeod lives outside of Boulder, 
Colorado, and continues to participate in projects focused on improving child/caregiver and Medical team communication in clinical research and in hospital-based care. 
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